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Art of the Lakes • 108 Lake Ave S • Battle Lake, MN

Our 50th Anniversary:
AOTL Celebrates 50 Years of Art!

Special Thanks to
Deanna Aasness
of Double A
Catering who
donated
watermelon,
lemon, almond,
and chocolate
cupcakes!

Celebrate!

Live Music from
Blue Coyote

As part of AOTL’s 50th Anniversary Celebration,
the artwork of several of its founding members
was featured at the gallery. These artists truly
represent the heritage of the Art of the Lakes:
Kay Wilkins Johnson
Bernice Merten
Mary Jahoda
Emil Madsen
Esther Wallin

Creative Dancing
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AOTL Contacts

Captain’s Corner

AOTL Administrator:
Reba Gilliand
218-864-8606
aotl@arvig.net

AOTL Chair John Olesen

AOTL Chair:
John Olesen
218-405-0234
johnolesen@whitepinestudio.com
Social Media Coordinator:
Mary Dahl
marylynndahl@hotmail.com
Jewelry Coordinator:
Sandy Thimgan
218-862-5594
thimgan@digitaljam.com
2-D Display Coordinator:
Winnie Collins
218-864-5925
twcollins@arvig.net
Gallery Sitter Coordinator &
3-D Display Coordinator:
Dar Eckert
218-998-4803
otterlady9@hotmail.com
Featured Artist Coordinator:
Donna Westerling
651-633-55943144
donna@trumanrc.com
Newsletter Editor:
Dan Thimgan
218-862-5594
thimgan@digitaljam.com
The mission of Art of the Lakes is to
develop, promote, and encourage an
interest in the arts in the area through
art exhibitions and art related education
activities for people of all ages.
Art of the Lakes is funded in part by a
grant from the Lake Region Arts Council
through an appropriation from the
Minnesota State Legislature.

AOTL experienced outstanding events this summer:
• The studio tour topped expectations with 53 participating
artists.
• The Art and Craft Affair had a great day with a strong turn
out.
• Our workshops are continuing to grow, with creative offerings
and amazing artists in a variety of disciplines.
• We celebrated AOTL’s 50th anniversary.
• And, the gallery has had consistent traffic all summer.
Even with all those events behind us, we still have some fun
coming up this year — like the new facade, the fall color show,
and don't forget we still have workshops coming up. When I
see all the positives that have happened this summer, it’s no
wonder the season has flown past in the blink of an eye.
Personally, I think we are just starting the best time of the year
— that transition from the busy, busy midsummer months to
the activities of fall and all the gorgeous fall colors and scents
and activities that go with it.
I think Fall is such a beautiful time of year! Kathy and I have
decided to host a Plein Air Paint Out Day at my studio/farm
this fall. This will be a day of painting, with a picnic lunch and
wine & hors d’oeuvres after painting. Date : Sept. 23rd
Please email me if you're interested:

johnolesen@whitepinestudio.com
or call (218) 405-0234
limited space, so don’t wait too long

AOTL ARTISTS:
If you have an upcoming show or presentation, or
if your art is being featured somewhere, let us
know so we can give you some ink!
N
email: thimgan@digitaljam.com
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Upcoming
Artist
Opportunity
Interested in demonstrating
your art at the upcoming
Battle Lake Pumpkin
Festival?
Join potter Jonathan
Hartman who will be
demonstrating wheel
throwing next to the
Pumpkin Arch.
Downtown Battle Lake
September 23
Interested?
For information
contact the coordinator:

2017 Art & Craft Affair —
It was a Hit!
by Reba Gilliand

The 2017 Art & Craft Affair is over for another year. Thanks to
all who helped! Here are a few highlights:
•

95 arts and craft vendors; 5 food vendors

•

Big crowds, despite everything else that was going on in
the area that day!

•

People were still browsing and shopping in the afternoon

•

The kids’ activity booth was a hit – about 75 kids painted
rocks, built an airplane, car, or truck…or both

•

Peggy & Duane Dahlvang said sales at the Art of the
Lakes booth were the biggest ever at nearly $1,000

•

The Lions and 1st Lutheran Church Men’s Fellowship both
changed their lunch options and both said sales were good

•

The event brought in $10,450 to Art of the Lakes before
expenses

•

One of our members, Lynn Hansen, arranged for a drone
to fly overhead to capture the morning crowd – look for
footage on Facebook and at the gallery (see below)

•

21 AOTL members, one Fergus Falls recruit, and four kids
helped make the event successful!!

Candace Heathington
can1jane@aol.com
(281) 435-4028

Be sure to check out Lynn Hansen’s
wonderful compilation video from the Art &
Craft Affair complete with drone
photography by Dyson Thacker!
Click on:
https://youtu.be/ZVUGkdKCOek
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September Events
Stella’s Featured Artist for
September
John Olesen
Sept. 12-13
Rosemaling Class
Clarice Dieter
Landmark Center • Henning
contact: Dan Broton
(218)864-8606
Sept. 16
Blown Glass Tumblers
John Olesen
(*private lessons)
contact: Bonnie Showers
showersbonnie@gmail.com
Sept. 18-22
“Fall into Art” submissions
bring to AOTL gallery
(see article to right)
Sept. 23
Battle Lake
Pumpkin Festival
demonstrating artists
Sept. 23
Plein Air Paint Out Day
Olesen Studio/Farm
contact: John Olesen

johnolesen@whitepinestudio.com
or (218) 405-0234

Fall Into Art
Again this year AOTL will host a special Exhibit, this year entitled
FALL INTO ART. All artists are encouraged to produce art work
with a fall theme and display it at the Gallery from September 22
through the end of the year. The Exhibit will open on September 22
in connection with Battle Lake's Pumpkin Festival. Experience in the
last few years has been that this week-end is one of the most visited
of all week-ends in the year. Think about art that you might have, or
will produce which will attract interest of our visitors.
The same rules apply to items on display in the gallery. If you bring
new items in, others will need to be removed to keep within the
limits. Please have all new art in the Gallery no later than September
16 so it can be placed in the inventory and prepared for display.
Leave it to be tagged a dmarked "Fall Into Art". During the week of
September 18-22 the Gallery will be arranged to give special focus
to the Fall Exhibit.
If you intend to return art that you have on display next season, you
may leave the bar code label on the item.
More details will follow regarding a reception and possible youth art
display.
If you have questions or comments contact Roger Parks at:

rbparks@arvig.net

AOTL Board Members
John Olesen, chair (2019)
Diana Fuder, treasurer (2019)
Sandy Thimgan, secretary (2019)
Dar Eckert (2018)
Sharon Fleischauer (2018)
Stephen Henning (2019)
Craig Haukebo (2020)
Annette Hochstein (2020)
Kristi Kuder (2020)
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AOTL Featured Artist
of the Month
(Sept. 1 - 30)

Lou Miller
Bio:
Lou and her husband, Jerry, have five children,
six grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.
After they retired from the Federal Cartridge Co.,
they happily moved to rural Minnesota, near
Phelps Mill.
Medium:
“My primary medium is watercolor. After taking
quite a few workshops of different mediums
given by exceptional instructors at Art of the
Lakes, I realized that watercolors are what I
most enjoy. I like the way it moves on the paper
and the many techniques you can use to get the
results you want.”
Artistic intent:
“I appreciate it when others like my art, and I
hope it puts a smile on their face. It’s so
encouraging.”

Lou Miller • Yellow Iris

Gallery Sitters
If you are unable to sit at the gallery on the
days for which you signed up, you are
responsible for finding a substitute. You may
find someone to trade days with you, or if
you decide to hire a replacement, the fee is
$8.00/hour payable to the substitute.

Notice:
It is with sadness that the AOTL notes the
recent passing of long-time member artist
Marilyn “Mickie” Edmonds

Substitutes available:
Theresa Hanson • 218-310-4721
Craig Haukebo • 2318-862-5510
John Mehl • 218-864-8525
Ila Osman • 218-864-0181
Sandy Thimgan • 218-862-5594
Donna Westerling • 612-386-2868
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A Special Thank You!
(Because volunteers never get
enough thanks)

Thanks to
John Oleson, Jody
Augustadt, and Kristi Kuder
for heading up the AOTL 50th
Anniversay Celebration

Special Thank Yous from Reba
Thanks to all who helped make the 2017 Art & Craft Affair a
great success. Click on the link below to see a video of the
event from an overhead drone. (Thanks to Lynn Hansen for
arranging for the drone and making the video.)

Thanks to
Art & Craft Affair Angels
Thanks to
Sandra Thimgan
who has made countless
“rescues” at the gallery as
people learn the new system

https://youtu.be/ZVUGkdKCOek

Special thanks to the following:
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

“Lake Life” Leaf Winners

•

Five young artists who created self-styled
leaves for the “Picture Lake Life” Tree at the
AOTL gallery were pronounced winners.

John Mehl for marking the park
Peggy & Duane Dahlvang and their helpers for taking
charge of the Art of the Lakes art and booth
Kids' Activities booth: Sandra Thimgan, Sharon
Fleischauer, Bonnie Pfeffer, Craig Haukebo, Amy
Schmidt and 2 young helpers — Carly Pfeffer and
Chelsea Miller
Tom Behm for making all the wooden planes, autos,
trucks for the kids to hammer together and decorate
John Olesen for managing the food vendors
Shift workers: Bev & Roger Parks, Grace Haverty,
Paula Sween, Joanne Hansen, Mary Dahl, Marit
Salveson
Jack Sandberg for keeping the trash emptied all day
and toilet paper in the biffys (brother-in-law of a member
who came over from Fergus to help out!)
Brian Nordstrom for setting up/taking down the tent for
the kids' activities

Amy, Felicity, Sophie, Halle Peterson, and
Paloma Munoz were each awarded an artist’s
Prismacolor Colored Pencil set. Hopefully,
these young people will become the next
generation of artists to display at the AOTL.
Note the photo to the right: Fall is fast
approaching, so according to John Olesen, it
was no surprise that the leaves fell from the
“Lake Life” Tree.
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New Members
April
Vicky Radel
Nancy Hanson
Ray Hanson
Mary Loecken
Myron Sahlberg
Kathy Grundei

May
Jillayne Hanson
Sarah Karsnia

June
Dianne Pedersen
Susan Stumpf-Roche
Mary Dahl
Elaine Harris
Terry Shaw

July
Tom & Shari Prigge
Jean Christensen
Amy Schmidt

August
Kayla and Ben Hiam
David Little
Katherine McDowell
Stacy Lundquist

Welcome!
Note:
The disposition and direction for this
new “Art Exploration” grant concept is
presently under consideration.

Arts Exploration Grants Announced
Art of the Lakes will be awarding grants to area artists as part of a
new “Arts Exploration” concept. The annual grants will be
underwritten by an area family. The grants are designed to nurture
artistic talent in a hands-on studio experience for area residents who
may simply need a venue to explore a hidden talent.
Each year, Art of the Lakes will award two $250 grants to
experienced area artists. The grant recipients will use the proceeds
for studio time, supplies and teaching as they conduct hands-on
experiences for participants; allowing them to try an art form under
the guidance of the artist. The art forms may be diverse, ranging
from the traditional arts, music, writing, and culinary expression.
The family that is underwriting the Arts Exploration grants wishes to
support Art of the Lakes, inspire fledgling artists to express their
talents, and honor two men in the process. They have been
impressed by the area arts community — young and old — as they
prepared various art forms to enhance the new Complete Streets
project in downtown Battle lake and various other community
beautification projects. The family hopes the artistic expression,
teamwork, and service shown by area artists will be nurtured as a
vibrant part our community for many years to come.
The Arts Exploration grant concept is also intended to honor two
local men — Doug Kottom and Bud Malmstrom. Both men possess
beautiful artistic expressions that were not manifested until after
their career retirements.
Doug Kottom was drafted into the Viet Nam war out of high school,
an event that set aside an architecture career, and led him into a
public service career. Over the course of his life, he continued to
study Frank Lloyd Wright architecture and spent his summer
vacations visiting Wright homes. After retirement, friends and family
encouraged Doug to design a home for real. His artistic renderings,
integration of nature to interior elements, and eloquent
communications unveiled the talents of a gifted mind. Doug
continues to express such creativity during his retirement.
Bud Malmstrom spent 30 years as an engineering draftsman for the
Otter Tail Power Company, working on the company’s transmission
network. On occasion, Bud was asked to do creative projects for the
Company, and was always known as a meticulous craftsman.
However, it was not until after retirement that his talent for
intricate wood carvings become known, even to those closest to him.
His renowned fish carvings under glass have become coveted gifts for
family and friends.
The Arts Exploration grants will honor the legacy of these men that
tried and applied their gifts late in life, which resulted in beautiful
expression. Art of the Lakes will team-up with local artists to
discover and develop artistic talent among many others in the Battle
Lake area with the Arts Exploration grants.

For more information, inquire at Art of the Lakes at
aotl@arvig.net.
— Dan Malmstrom
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