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ATTN: Studio Tour Artists!
Attention all Studio Tour Artists! Please let Kristi Kuder
know if you did not receive the most recent email sent out
June 23rd regarding all the latest Studio Tour information.
It contains important info.

Noted in the email:
• Your I Buy Art Packet is available in the gallery
bathroom with all the Studio Tour marketing materials.
Please help us bring local merchants and businesses on
board!
• A request to help support the Studio Tour Opening
Reception on July 14 with a financial donation. Your
support with any size donation will be welcomed. Thank
you!
• Tips on how to make your time and effort as a tour artist
pay off.
• Signs this year should each contain the number of your
studio as shown on the brochure map. Disks for the
numbers are available next to the signs in the basement.
See the sample sign to know how the disks should be
displayed.
Questions, contact Kristi Kuder at kristi@kskuder.com or
call her 612-0940-5796.

AOTL Studio Tour
July 20-22
“Largest Art Crawl in Rural Midwest!”

218-864-8606 • aotl@arvig.net • www.artofthelakes.org
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AOTL Contacts
AOTL Administrator:
Reba Gilliand
218-864-8606
aotl@arvig.net
AOTL Chair:
John Olesen
218-405-0234
johnolesen@whitepinestudio.com
Social Media Coordinator:
Mary Dahl
marylynndahl@hotmail.com
Jewelry Coordinator:
Sandy Thimgan
218-862-5594
thimgan@digitaljam.com
2-D Display Coordinator:
Winnie Collins
218-864-5925
twcollins@arvig.net
3-D Display Coordinator:
Annette Hochstein
(218) 864-8281
sasafras@arvig.net
Featured Artist Coordinator:
Donna Westerling
612-386-2868
donna@trumanrc.com

AOTL Fall Exhibit Announced
by Roger Parks
Once again this year AOTL will hold an exhibit of art that reflects
Fall in Minnesota. We are now calling on all of our artists to
consider preparing art that would reflect their perspective on the
Fall Season in Minnesota.
The dates for our exhibit this year are September 21—November 1.
The theme is “Color Me Red, Yellow and Orange.”
Your art can be 2D or 3D and will be displayed in a section of the
gallery apart from other art. Artists are encouraged to produce a
new piece(s) for this Exhibit, or at least bring in art that has not
been display in our gallery previously.
As an incentive, the Board is offering this year an opportunity for
visitors to vote for the People’s Choice selections. There will be
two categories—2D and 3D. Cash prizes will be awarded to the
artists that receive the most votes from our visitors during the
period of the exhibit. Visitors will vote for first, second and third
choices in each category.
Remember the same requirements apply regarding the number of
pieces on display—so if you bring items in, equal number must be
removed from display. Art must be in the gallery marked as entry in
the Fall exhibit by September 14.
If you have questions contact Roger Parks at rbparks@arvig.net

Newsletter Editor:
Dan Thimgan
218-862-5594
thimgan@digitaljam.com
The mission of Art of the Lakes is to
develop, promote, and encourage an
interest in the arts in the area through
art exhibitions and art related education
activities for people of all ages.
Art of the Lakes is funded in part by a
grant from the Lake Region Arts Council
through an appropriation from the
Minnesota State Legislature.

AOTL ARTISTS:
If you have an upcoming show or presentation, or if your art
is being featured somewhere, let us know so we can give
you some ink!
email: thimgan@digitaljam.com
N
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Important Stuff
Gallery Workers:
If you can’t work your shift
for some reason, you need to
find a replacement. You might
contact:
Diana Fuder
Craig Haukebo
Sandy Thimgan
The rate is $8 per hour times
the number of hours in your
shift.
As soon as you arrive on your
work day, turn on the
Shopkeep program first — it
takes a while for the
computer to communicate
with its connection devices.
In this way, the program is
ready the moment you open
the gallery front door.

New Look for the Gallery
Art of the Lakes has a new look!
New windows and door, a new canopy, and paint gives Art of the
Lakes a fresh look. Many have stopped by just to say how much
they like it.
We still have a couple of finishing touches, but the project we
embarked on at the Fall of 2015 planning meeting is finally a reality.
One final piece is a display case for the stained-glass loon created
for the gallery in 1999 by Mary Viola Johnson, granddaughter of
Marybel Diana Schimberg. We want a custom backlit display case
so we can hang the loon in a permanant place in the gallery. If you
know of someone who could build such a case, contact Reba at
AOTL.
PS: The front door lock has been rekeyed recently, so the numbered
keys that members have for the back door will now work on the
front door as well (note: the mechanism turns hard, so you’ll need to
use some muscle!)

Keep our gallery looking fresh
with new art pieces.
Remember to change your art
if it has been in the gallery for
two years and not sold. This
includes 2D, 3D, and jewelry.
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AOTL July Workshop
Schedule
(See Workshop brochure for
detailed information)
Clay Sculpture
Mary Williams
July 20
contact person:
Terry Oscarson
218-583-4145
toscarson@arvig.net
Wire Sculpture
Kristi Kuder
July 24-25
contact person:
christoffersenjudy@gmail.com
Rings, Rings, and Rings
of “Fine Silver”
Kim Bakken-Parr
July 28
contact person:
Sandy Thimgan
218-862-5594
thimgan@digitaljam.com

AOTL Board Members
John Olesen, chair (2019)
Diana Fuder, treasurer (2019)
Sandy Thimgan, secretary (2019)
Mary Dahl (2018)
Sharon Fleischauer (2018)
Stephen Henning (2019)
Craig Haukebo (2020)
Annette Hochstein (2020)
Kristi Kuder (2020)

Blown Glass Tumblers
John Olesen
(private lessons)
contact person:
Bonnie Showers
showersbonnie@gmail.com
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Right Around the Corner
by Reba Gilliand
Art of the Lakes’ Art & Craft Affair is coming up on August 11th. We’re always excited for this event
each year. For one, it’s the 41st year we’ve done it!!! For another it brings in between 4,000 and 5,000
people to check out the work of nearly 100 artists and crafters. For still another, it’s Art of the Lakes main
fundraiser, generally bringing in about $10,000.
The event always takes place the 2nd Saturday in August and takes a cast of more than a dozen Art of the
Lake’s members to pull it off.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

John Olesen works with the food vendors getting them lined up ahead of time, while Reba Gilliand
works with the artists and crafters.
John Mehl, usually by himself, marks booth numbers on the grass a couple days before the event;
Duane and Peggy Dahlvang take charge of the Art of the Lakes display booth, which involves
setting up/taking down the booth; taking artists’ work from the gallery to the event and back;
arranging the art in the booth, and selling. Several others help them at various stages of the process.
Craig Haukebo, John Olesen set up the Art of the Lakes Information booth on Friday afternoon.
Volunteers working in 3-hour shifts on Fridays from noon to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 6 a.m. to 6
p.m. check in vendors and do an onsite jury check for each vendor.
Lynn Hansen for the past two years has volunteered to keep the biffy’s filled with toilet paper and
the trash cans emptied.

Sandra Thimgan, Sharon Fleischauer, Tom Behm, and Bonnie Pfeffer create the
activities and staff the Children’s arts activity booth.

We appreciate all the volunteers who help out with this event! Some have already signed up through
the Committee Opportunities sheet and others will respond to the email that comes out a couple
weeks before the event. Check out the drone footage of the event that Lynn Hansen lined up for last
year’s Art & Craft Affair on the website: www.artofthelakes.org, Art & Craft Affair

AOTL Artist News
Kristi Kuder currently has a show at the
Kaddatz Gallery in Fergus Falls titled, Down
to the Wire displaying through July 14.
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AOTL Featured Artists for July
Kristi Kuder

Judi Grooters

July 1-15 • at the Gallery

July 16-30 • at the Gallery
“Impressions & Abstractions”

Wire and textile artist, Kristi Swee Kuder, maintains
studios in both Minneapolis and at Otter Tail Lake,
MN. Besides leading several artist residencies in the
local community and schools, Kristi is an active
member of Art of the Lakes. She regularly leads
summer workshops, chairs the annual Studio Tour
effort and is on the Board of Directors. Kuder is a
member of the Minnesota Center for Book Arts,
Surface Design Assoc., Textile Center of MN, and is an
MSAB Artist Initiative Review panel volunteer. Kristi
has received numerous grants and awards for her work
and has exhibited both nationally and internationally.
Kuder has a BS degree in art education with a
concentration in Graphic Design from Moorhead State
University and is a St. Catherine University Women’s
Art Institute alumni. Kristi considers herself an artist
who works within a fiber context. She loves dyeing and
ecoprinting with native plant materials found within our
region of the state. But Kristi is most noted for her wire
mesh sculptures which she creates from a unique
process of wire felting.
“I want the viewer of my work to be absorbed into it
and intrigued by it. For it is in the searching where
imagination and wonder reside. It makes us feel alive”.

Artist's Statement:
Creating artwork is often a journey to find an
individual voice or style. Always fascinated with the
freshness and immediacy of traditional watercolor
technique, I found watercolor with mixed media more
stress-free and a good use of the techniques I’d
learned as a designer. It incorporated the tools and
principles of harmony and color, texture and pattern,
and those of scale and placement. In a recent series,
stars were the focus and appeared in a variety of
formats. Using a full range of materials including
colored pencil, pastel, watercolor, gouche, and collage
can produce a very individual result.
Biography:
Judith Grooters graduated from North Dakota State
University with a degree in Interior Design and Art.
She attended graduate school at Washington State
University in Interior Design. Recently retired, she
practiced interior design in Minneapolis and St .
Cloud with her own free-lance design firm for the last
25 years.

“Joy and Celebration” • Judi Grooters
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AOTL Featured Artists for July
David Beddow
July at Stella’s
Artist Statement and Biography
I grew up in central Minnesota town and moved to
the Twin Cities for college. I attended the
University of Minnesota and received a Chemical
Engineering degree. After completing my
undergraduate training, I decided to go into the
medical profession and have been a practicing
Internal Medicine physician for the past 20 years in
the Twin Cities.
I have been coming to the Battle Lake area for 20
years after meeting my wife and visiting her at their
family cabin on East Lost Lake. We now split time
between Battle Lake and the Twin Cities year-round
after building a new cabin on the property 12 years
ago.
The creative process has always fascinated me so I
started painting as a hobby 6 years ago after taking
art classes with my twin daughters. My interest in
painting grew as I learned more about painting
techniques and practiced my skills. I feel very
fortunate to have found an outlet to share my art by
joining the Art of the Lakes association here in
Battle Lake several years ago.
I enjoy using acrylic and oil painting to capture the
rural bucolic landscapes and the quiet lake scenes
that are so abundant in northern Minnesota. My
hope is to take what I have seen and experienced
here in this part of our state and put it on canvas for
others to enjoy. I attempt to use the color seen all
around us in nature as a template for abstract
paintings.
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Free:
Picture Frames
(many sizes /most with glass)
Sandy/Dan Thimgan
(218) 862-5594
thimgan@digitaljam.com
Artists:
Do you have some art “stuff” that is
gathering dust in your studio? If you have
some art supplies that you would like to
sell, trade, or give away, this is your
opportunity.
contact: thimgan@digitaljam.com

